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The European Brain Council's Weekly External Environment Update 

 

Week of 23rd January 2012 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Agenda Watch 

i) Click here to view the agenda of the meeting of the  Friends of the Presidency 

Group (Multiannual Financial Framework) which took place on January 20th  

 

ii) On January 23rd Director General Robert-Jan Smits (DG Research and Innovation, 

European Commission) will give a presentation of the Horizon 2020 Package (the 

proposed EU Research and Innovation Programme) to the Committee on Industry, 

Research and Energy, check future updates for news of the outcome  

 

Institution Watch  

i) Click here to view documents relating to Horizon 2020 – Framework Programme for 

Research and Innovation 2014-2020: rules for participation and dissemination  

 

ii) The European Commission - DG Health and Consumers organising a High Level 

Conference on EU Health Programmes, which will take place on between 3rd and 4th 

 May 2012 

The registration form will be soon available from here  

 

iii) Click here to view the Organisation of Work for the Multiannual Financial 

Framework (2014-2020) within the Council in the first semester of 2012 

 

 

 

 

 

Quote of the week 
 

“Staff in residential homes are always concerned about reducing the chance of people 

falling...we should consider developing new treatment protocols that take into account the 

increased risk of falling that occurs when you give people SSRI.” 

Carolyn Shanty Sterke of the University of Rotterdam’s Geriatric Centre, commenting on a 

recent analysis of data about daily prescription medicine use and falls among 248 nursing 

home residents with dementia, see articles of interest for further details 

http://register.consilium.europa.eu/pdf/en/12/cm01/cm01168.en12.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?lang=en&reference=2011/0399(COD)
http://ec.europa.eu/health/news/high_level_06092011_en.htm
http://register.consilium.europa.eu/pdf/en/12/st05/st05032.en12.pdf
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Key updates this week 

 

Draft Commission Decision - access of confidential data for scientific purposes 

Click here to view the Draft Commission Decision laying down a list of bodies whose researchers may 

access confidential data for scientific purposes (which does not oppose the measure). 

 

National Information Days on the Calls for proposals 2012 

Several National Information Days on the Calls for proposals 2012 are being held in early 2012. Note 

that there will be no general Information Day in Luxembourg, as in previous years. EAHC offers a 

specific Joint Actions 2012 Preparatory workshop for participants designated by the EU MS: More 

information about the workshop. 

  

The national information days are organised by the National Focal Points. The table below lists all 

the national information days (that have either taken place or are still to take place): 

  

Schedule of National Information Days 

  

Country City Date Contact person E-mail 

Sweden Stockholm 
11-01-2012 

Agenda 
Ann-Cristine Jonsson ann-cristine.jonsson@fhi.se  

Greece Athens 
16-01-2012 

Agenda EN - GR 
Kalogerakis Panagiotis kaburakis@keelpno.gr  

Italy Rome 
19-01-2012 

Agenda 
Giovanni Nicoletti g.nicoletti@sanita.it  

Slovakia Bratislava 
24-01-2012 

Agenda 

Edmund Škorvaga, 

Barbora Vallová 
info.php@health.gov.sk  

 

Follow-up studies regarding projects under framework research programmes 

Hans-Peter Martin (NI) recently addressed the Commission and asked (in light of € 50 billion being 

allocated to the Seventh Framework Research Programme) which follow-up studies were intended 

to establish whether the programme had met its objectives and which have created long-term value 

in terms of competitiveness throughout the European research arena; he also asked what the 

specific findings of these studies were.  

 

Responding on behalf of the Commission, Máire Geoghegan-Quinn stated that the Interim 

Evaluation of the Seventh Framework Programme for Research and Technological Development  

http://register.consilium.europa.eu/pdf/en/12/st05/st05297.en12.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/eahc/health/workshop_entry.html
http://ec.europa.eu/eahc/health/workshop_entry.html
http://ec.europa.eu/eahc/documents/list_NFPs.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/eahc/documents/health/infodays/Infoday_Sweden_11_01_2012.pdf
mailto:ann-cristine.jonsson@fhi.se
http://ec.europa.eu/eahc/documents/health/infodays/Infoday_Greece_16.1.12_Progr.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/eahc/documents/health/infodays/Infoday_Greece_16.1.12_agenda.pdf
mailto:kaburakis@keelpno.gr
http://ec.europa.eu/eahc/documents/health/infodays/Information_Day%20IT_ita_2012_draft.pdf
mailto:g.nicoletti@sanita.it
http://ec.europa.eu/eahc/documents/health/infodays/agenda_Informany_de_2012_MZSR.pdf
mailto:info.php@health.gov.sk
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(FP7, 2007-2013) provides a comprehensive assessment, analysing the performance of the 

programme from different perspectives, including its implementation, and providing 

recommendations, both for the rest of FP7 and future research activity. The evaluation, she 

continued, was again supported by an extensive evidence base, including separate panel-based 

evaluations, evaluation studies and impact studies carried out by member states, as well as 

specifically commissioned analyses from evaluation experts. 

 

Geoghegan-Quinn went on to state that the Commission provided its response to the report of the 

expert group in its Communication of February 2011, where it set out actions which it intended to 

take or had already taken. Both the European Parliament and the European Council provided 

detailed feedback on the report of the expert group and the Commission Communication, she 

continued. 

 

The Directorate-General for Research and Innovation has commissioned a study on Evaluating the 

Long-term Impact of Framework Programme Research, which will be publically available soon. 

 

Articles of interest 

V USA Today, Antidepressants may raise fall risk in nursing homes 

http://yourlife.usatoday.com/health/story/2012-01-21/Antidepressants-may-raise-fall-

risk-in-nursing-homes/52694336/1 

 

V BBC News online, Research into impact of dementia on Jersey relatives 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-europe-jersey-16665285 

 

Dates for your diary:  

 

2012 Meeting Schedule: Board Meetings (BM), Telephone Conferences (TC) and Industry Board 

Meetings (IBM) 

 

Day Date &Month Type of Meeting 

Wednesday 22 February Board Meeting (BM)1 

Thursday 23 February Industrial Board Meeting (IBM)1 

Thursday 31 May BM2 

Friday 1 June IBM2 

Thursday 13 September Annual General Meeting & BM3 

Friday 14 September IBM3 

Thursday 6 December BM4 

 

http://yourlife.usatoday.com/health/story/2012-01-21/Antidepressants-may-raise-fall-risk-in-nursing-homes/52694336/1
http://yourlife.usatoday.com/health/story/2012-01-21/Antidepressants-may-raise-fall-risk-in-nursing-homes/52694336/1
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-europe-jersey-16665285
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EBC member Scientific Society Conferences 

  

Conference Dates Location 

EPA 3 – 6 March 2012 Prague 

FENS 14 – 18 July, 2012 Barcelona 

EFNS 8 – 11 September, 2012 Stockholm 

ECNP 13 – 17 October, 2012 Vienna 

EANS 24 – 27 October, 2012 Bratislava 

 

 


