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October 17 2011

An open letter to Commission President José-Manuel Barroso

Support for the European Year of the Brain 2014

We, the undersigned, call upon Commission President Barroso to formally endorse 2014
as the European Year of the Brain

The European Year of the Brain 2014 is an ambitious programme, developed by the European
Brain Council (EBC) which will create a lasting legacy for the whole of Europe. EBC has already
brought together a committed and enthusiastic coalition of patients, carers, healthcare
professionals, scientists, politicians and industry and is keen to engage many more.

Our knowledge and understanding of the brain is expanding all the time and is a key driver
of European economic recovery and growth, but most people don’t know how to develop,
nurture, protect and preserve their own and Europe’s most vital asset.

We want to celebrate the wonder of the brain and create initiatives which will change behaviours.
Our aim is to give every EU citizen the opportunity to see, hear, read about or experience
something new/amazing about the brain.

We are planning interactive road-shows that will visit every EU member state and over 900 cities
and towns, an extensive schools and universities programme, with participation from hundreds
of famous ambassadors from all walks of life.

But the European Year of the Brain is simply the start...

It is vital that European and national initiatives continue at both political and community levels
e Legislative changes to make lives safer
e Social changes to reduce stigma associated with mental health
e Political changes to ensure better disease management
e Personal changes which make us all think differently about our brains

Your support with this initiative is vital, but time is also of the essence. To plan and then
implement activities of a scale never previously seen for a European Year requires several years
and delay will limit what can be achieved. We have already been working on this project
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for several years and your leadership is critical to ensure that EU citizens, especially the 1 in 3
who suffer from and /or live with a brain disorder, can truly benefit from our ambitious plans

We appreciate how busy you are but we enclose a 6 minute film for you to watch which will give
more details of what we are proposing. This has been put together to try to raise funds to support
our activities leading up to a potential year as we are a not for profit organisation, funded
by our members.

The film can be also seen here:
http://www.europeanbraincouncil.org/projects/eyob/materials.asp

We are happy to meet with you or your team to discuss this further.

Best wishes,

\"@Mw . ﬁ@ﬁ’ A ‘ G : &%&5@0
Mary G. Baker, MBE Alastair G. Benbow
President Executive Director

Mary G. Baker, President
European Brain Council — EBC
Leonard John, Senior Vice President
Mario Saltarelli, Division VP, Neuroscience
ABBOTT Development
Academy of Sciences of the Czech Republic, Institute of
Experimental Medicine Eva Sykova, Director
Actelion Schellberg Sten
ADHD-AS-Dyslexia Family Resources Belgium Joanne Norris, President
Antiparkinson Romanian Association Dan Raican, President
Aristotle University of Thessaloniki Magda Tsolaki
Associacion Espanola de Sindrome de Pernas Inquietas Lopez Maquiera Esperanza
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Association Bridges: a health in mental health

Cigoj Kuzma Nika

Association de Malades Atteints de Dystonie - AMADYS

Demoulin Christian

Association Frangaise de Psychiatrie Biologique et
Neuropsychopharmacologie (AFPBN)

Michel Hamon, President

Association Frangaise des Personnes Affectées par le
Syndrome des Jambes Sans Repos - AFSJR

Geyer catherine, President

Association Huntington France

Perrousseaux M. Odile, Board member

Association of relatives in care for mental health -
HUMANA

Gricar Tatjana, President

Associazione Altoadesina per Parkinson e malattie affine -

Parkinson Italia

Mayr Herbert, President

Associazione Azione Parkinson Roma - Italy

Passalacqua Claudio

Associazione Gruppo Parkinson di Carpi - Italy

Neri Paola, President

Associazione Italiana Corea di Huntington - Roma

Danzi Bellocchio Wanda, Vice-Presidente

Associazione Italiana per la Ricerca sulla Distonia - ARD

Corsi Paolo, President

Associazione Ligure Parkinson - Italy

Satta Roberto, President

Associazione Parkinson Grosseto - Italy

Barbieri Nadia

Associazione Parkinson Roma- Italy

Passalacqua Claudio, President

Associazione Parkinson Trento - Italy

Manigrasso Domenico

Associazione Parkinsoniani - Novara e VCO Arona - Italy

Franco Bellingeri, President

Associazione per la Lotta all'lctus Cerebrale - ALICE

Sacchetti Maria Luisa, President

Astra Zeneca

Rossin Bradley

Azione Parkinson Disease Ciociara - Italy

Germini Valeria, Vice President
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Azione Parkinson Onlus Pescara - Italy

Occulti Gaetano, President

Bayer Schering

Federer Jessica

Belgian Brain Council - BBC

Schoenen Jean, Founding President

Brains for Brain Foundation — B4B

Scarpa Maurizio, Founder of B4B

Bristol-Myers Squibb

Vandoosselaere Celine, Roux Jean-Louis

British Association for Psychopharmacology

Ferrier Nicole, President

British Neuroscience Association

David Nutt, President

Communication Disability Network - Connect

Campbell-McRae Phyllis

Covance

Buse Eberhard

Croatian Organisation for patients with Movement
Disorders

Relja Maja, President

Cyprus Association Of Pharmaceutical Companies

Avgoustinos Potamitis, President

DAK

Erbe Cornelius

Danish Parkinson Association

Holst Mette, Secretary General & Jorry
Hojer, Chairman

Danish Neuropsychological Society

Holm Sara, Secretary General

Delta Hungarian Parkinson Association

Fazekas Andras, Medical Advisor

Deutsche Dystonie Gesellschaft

Kuehn Ute, President

Deutsche Restless Legs Vereinigung

Habersack Lillo, President

Different Strokes

Wilson Debbie

Dutch Neuropsychological Society

Vingerhoets Guy, President
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Dutch Parkinson Association

Stefanie van Vliet

Eli Lilly

Hurst Stuart

Epikouros - Greek Parkinson’s Disease Society

Panayotis Zikos

ESTEVE (Pharma Industry)

Parraga Antonio, TPP and TFP Management
Head

European Alliance for Restless Legs Syndrome - EARLS

Jaarsma Joke, President

European Sexual Health Alliance - ESHA

Hattat Irem, President

European Accreditation Committee in CNS - ACIC

Souery Daniel

European Alzheimer Disease Consortium - EADC

Winblad Bengt, President

European Association of Neurosurgical Societies - EANS

Schramm Johannes, President

European Association of Young Neurologists in Training

Varga Edina Timea, President

European College of Neuropsychopharmacology - ECNP

Zohar Joseph, President

European Committee for Treatment and Research in MS -
ECTRIMS

Clanet Michel, President

European Dana Alliance for the Brain - EDAB

Colin Blakemore, Vice Chair & Pierre
Magistretti, Vice Chair

European Dystonia Federation - EDF

Benson Monica, President

European Federation of Autonomic Societies - EFAS

Pietro Cortelli, President

European Federation of Neurological Associations - EFNA

Baker Mary, President

European Federation of Neurological Societies - EFNS

Hughes Richard, President

European Federation of Older People - EURAG

Jaap van der Spek

European Federation of Pharmaceutical Industries and
Associations

Ager Brian
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European Federation of Psychologists' Associations - EFPA

Roe Robert, President

European Headache Alliance - EHA

Audrey Craven, President

European Huntington Association

De Schepper Bea, President

European Medical Students Association - EMSA

Tin Knezevic, President

European MS Platform - EMSP

Thalheim Christoph, Executive Director

European Network of Fibromyalgia Associations - ENFA

Boelhouwer Robert, President

European Neurological Society - ENS

Gerard Said, President

European Pediatric Neurology Society

Lagae Lieven, President

European Parkinson Disease Association - EPDA

Onarheim Knut-Johan, President, Graham
Lizzie, Secretary-General

European Psychiatric Association - EPA

Boyer Patrice, President

European Society of Neurosonology and Cerebral
Hemodynamics

Csiba Laszlo, President

European Stroke Organisation - ESO

Brainin Michael, President Elect

Fédération Frangaise des Groupements de Parkinsoniens

Yves Waché, President

Federation of European Neuroscience Societies - FENS

Grillner Sten, President

Federation of European Physiological Societies - FEPS

Tomberg Claude

Federation of the European Societies of Neuropsychology -

ESN

Vingerhoets Guy, President

Federazione Italiana Associazioni Neurologiche - FIAN

Leonardi Matilde, Vice President

Finnish Dystonia Society

Jorma Kilpinen

Finnish Neuropsychological Society

Hokkanen Laura, President
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Finnish Sleep Apnea Association

Fri Pentti, President

Finnish Stroke & Dysphasia Association

Paivi Seppa-Lassila, Communications
Manager

Foreningen Balans Sverige

Kinstrom Torsten, Secretary General

France Parkinson

Favier Bruno, President

GAMIAN - Europe

Gauci Dolores, President

GE Healthcare

Balow Marc

Genzyme

Hughes-Willson Wills

German Academy of Neurosurgery

Tatagiba Marcos, President

German Neuropsychological Society

Niemann Hendrik, President

German Society of Neurosurgery

Heixensberger Juergen, Chairman

Grupo Portugués de Acgdo Para o Cérebro

Freire Antonio

GSK

Garvey Andrew

H. Lundbeck A/S

Barilero Iman, Divisional Director, Regulatory
Development Strategy & Policy

Hellenic Action Group for the Brain

Fotini Stylianopoulou

Hellenic Society for Neuroscience

Karagogeos Domna, President

Institute for guardianship, rehabilitation and quality of life
after brain injuries - NAPRE)J

Vesligaj Damiss Jasna, Director

Instituto de Neuroartes

Luc Delannoy

International Association for the Study of Pain

Kreiter Katherine, Executive Director

International Bureau for Epilepsy - European Regional
Executive Committee

Athanasios Covanis, Chair
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International League Against Epilepsy - Commission on
European Affairs - ILAE/CEA

Bialer Meir, Chair

International Neuromodulation Society

Simon Thomson, President

International Society for Neurochemistry

H.David Shine, President

Israeli Mental Health Association - ENOSH

Cohen Yoram, Chairman

Istituto Neurologico Carlo Besta - Fondazione IRCCS

Mantegazza Renato, Deputy Scientific
Director

Italian Brain Council

Monica Di Luca, Secretary General

J&J

Vanstreels Miet

Joint Programming Neurodegenerative Disease - JPND

Gasser Thomas, Chair

Laboratoire Européen d’Anticipation Politique - LEAP Caillol M.H
Lundbeck Institute Joubert Andre
Maastricht University Ritzen JMM

Medical College of Wisconsin - Department of Neurology,
Pharmacology & Biophysics

Antuono Piero, Director Dementia Research
Center

Medtronic

Krickl Reinhard

Merck Serono

Morgese Paolo

Migraine Association of Ireland

Patrick Little, CEO

Motor Neuron Disease Association of England, Wales and
Northern Ireland

Brain Dickie

Movement Disorders Society - European Section

Werner Poewe, President

Movement of Siblings of people with mental iliness in
Greece - KINAPSI

Spyridon Zorbas, President

National Initiative Brain and Cognition - The Netherlands

Leon Kenemans, Scientific Director

Neeman Association for Stroke Survivors - Israel

Nathan Bornstein, President; Levy Sandra,
Former President
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Netherlands Brain Foundation

P.M Schoof, Director

Neuroscience Center, University of Helsinki, Finland

Heikki Rauvala, Director

Neuroware Group Ltd

J. Matias Palva, CEO

Norwegian Brain Council

Gilhus Nils Erik, Vice Chair

Norwegian Dystonia Foundation

Avery Merete

Norwegian Huntington Association

Arnesen Astri

Norwegian Organisation for Stroke Survivors

Hagen Arne, President

Norwegian Research Council - NeuroNor

Gilhus Nils Erik, Chair

Norwegian RLS Patient Group

Britt Berntsen

Nycomed

Perdersen Soren

Orion Pharma

Salonen Reijo

Pakistan Disabled Foundation, Karachi, Karachi, Pakistan

Rauf Fahran Abdul. Public health researcher

Pan-Helenic Associations of Families for Mental Health -
SOPSI

Andronikos Petros

Parkinson Italia

Bossi Lucilla, President

Parkinson Italia - Lago Maggiore

Rabbia Claudio, President

Parkinson Selbsthilfe Osterreich - Dachverband

Lamija Muzurovic

Parkinson Society of Slovenia

Pavlina Likar Cvetka

Parkinson UK

Buxton Val

Parkinson Vicenza

Cappelletti Bruno, President
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Parkinson's UK

Ford Steve, Chief Executive

Pfizer

Borillo Josephine

Polish Huntington Disease Association

Danuta Lis, President

Polish Neurological Association

Grzegorz Opala

Polish Neurosurgical Association

Henryk Majrzak, President

Polish Psychiatric Association

Aleksander Araszkiewicz

Portuguese Society for Neuropsychology and Behavioural
Neurology

Elia Baeta

Restless legs Finland

Fri Pentti, President

Roche

Thierney Eugene

Sahlgrenska University Hospital

Brain Cecilia, PhD Student

Sanofi Avetis

Viehbacher Chris

Schlaganfallhilfe Ostereich - SHO

Messmer - Wuellen Manuela

Scottish Huntington's Association

Eden John

Servier

Rettori Marie-Claire

Slovenian Brain Council

Jure Bon

Slovenian Brain Council

Pirtosek Zvezdan, President

Society for people with Depression and Anxiety Disorders -
DAM Society

Maja Vali¢

Society of Neuroscience - France

Nieoulon Andre, President

Spanish Federation of Parkinson Disease

Maria Galvez General Manager
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Stichting Restless legs The Netherlands Reijngoud Peter

Stroke Alliance for Europe - SAFE Wagner Markus, President
Swedish Brain Power Winblad Bengt, Director

Ermenz Eve , Ambassador for SMA & Farm

Swedish Migraine Association Ingemar, President

Swedish Parkinson Disease Association Skoog Karl-Gunnar

Swedish RLS Patient group Sevborn Sten, President

Swiss Dystonia Association Itschner Janspeter, President

The Dystonia Society - UK Fiona Ross, Chair Board of Trustees
The Slovene Association of the Societies for Helping

Mentally Disabled Vadnal Katja

UNILITTO Finland - Finnish Restless Legs Partinen Markus

Unites States Huntington Disease Alliance Jim Pollard

Université Libre de Bruxelles de Maret Pierre - Dean

University College London Grant Malcolm

University Hospital of Tuebingen - Neurosurgical

Department Tatagiba Marcos, President
University Medical Center Hamburg Eppendorf - UKE Koch-Gromus Uwe, Dean
University of Antwerp Verschoren Alain - Dean

University of Budapest Corvinus, Hungary Tamas Meszaros, Faculty Member
University of Essex, UK Pretty Jules, pro-Vice Chancellor

Cerbai Elisabetta, Vice Chancellor for

University of Florence, Italy Scientific Research

University of Oslo, Centre for Molecular Biology &

Neuroscience - Norway Tonjum Tone
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University of Padova - Italy Zaccaria Giuseppe, Dean
University of Rome La Sapienza - Department of Neurology
and Psychiatry - Italy Sacchetti Maria Luisa
University of Southern Denmark - Institute of Molecular
Medicine - Denmark Owens Trevor
Vlaamse Parkinson Liga, Belgium Jansses Godelieve, Secretary
Work Group Brain Tumors - Belgium Boeye Frank, President
World Federation of Neurology - WFN Hachinski Vladimir, President
Selzer Michael, President and Mole
World Federation of Neuro-Rehabilitation - WFNR Tracey, Executive Director
ZARJA - Organisation for the reactivation of people after
cranio-cerebral trauma Zavod Zarja
Cc: Catherine Ashton, Vice-President, High Representative of the Union for Foreign Affairs and Security

Policy

Viviane Reding, Vice-President, Justice, Fundamental Rights and Citizenship
Joaquin Almunia, Vice-President, Competition

Siim Kallas, Vice-PresidentTransport

Neelie Kroes, Vice-President, Digital Agenda

Antonio Tajani, Vice-President, Industry and Entrepreneurship

Maros Seféovi€, Vice-President, Inter-Institutional Relations and Administration
Janez Potocnik, Environment

Olli Rehn, Economic and Monetary Affairs

Andris Piebalgs, Development

Michel Barnier, Internal Market and Services

Androulla Vassiliou, Education, Culture, Multilingualism and Youth
Algirdas Semeta, Taxation and Customs Union, Audit and Anti-Fraud

Karel De Gucht, Trade

John Dalli, Health and Consumer Policy

Maire Geoghegan-Quinn, Research, Innovation and Science

Janusz Lewandowski, Financial Programming and Budget

Maria Damanaki, Maritime affairs and fisheries

Kristalina Georgieva, International Cooperation, Humanitarian Aid and Crisis Response
Giinther Oettinger, Energy

Johannes Hahn, Regional Policy

Connie Hedegaard, Climate Action

Stefan Fiile, Enlargement and European Neighbourhood Policy

Laszlé Andor, Employment, Social Affairs and Inclusion

Cecilia Malmstrom, Home Affairs

Dacian Ciolos, Agriculture and Rural Development
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