Template letter to MEPs
[place, date]
Subject: Designation of the European Year of the Brain in 2014.
Dear [name MEP],

On behalf of [name of the organisation] we are writing to you to request your support for the call to designate 2014 the European Year of the Brain.

Today more than 127 million European citizens are affected by brain diseases and this number will grow as the population ages, at a time when economically we can least afford it. 

Much has been already done to promote brain research to improve the quality of life of those 127 million Europeans affected by brain diseases, however there is now an opportunity to take a quantum leap forward across the whole of Europe by championing 
‘The European Year of the Brain’ (EYOB) 

Science and Society in partnership creating healthcare and economic benefits for European citizens.
This call has broad support from a very wide range of stakeholders, involving those from within society including patients and carers and their families, scientists and researchers, healthcare professionals including neurologists, psychiatrists, neurosurgeons and both pharmaceutical and device industry. 
The European Commission DG Research Directorate has decided to work to champion the EYOB in 2014. 
There has been already a lot of interest for the initiative coming from the European Parliament. In order for the Year to be truly successful, a broad Parliamentarian support is crucial. I do hope you find this campaign as important as we do and that you will actively support it. 
You can find more information about the European Year on the following website:
www.europeanbraincouncil.org   
If you have any questions or suggestions, please do not hesitate to contact the European Brain Council who is working along with the European Institutions to make it happen: info@europeanbraincouncil.org. 
Kind regards,

[name, organisation, contact details]
